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In modern times, the contribution of Palestinians to the development of global Jihadi ideologies 

and doctrines is significant. One reason is the important role of Palestine in general and 

Jerusalem/Al-Aqsa in particular, in the atmosphere of the Arab and Islamist conflict with Israel. 

However, beside the conflict, Feelings of bitterness, neglect, frustrations, and look for revenge, 

which have been developed among the Palestinians in the past century, have intensified the 

Palestinian involvement in the search for global Jihad.   

 

In the research of Palestinian Jihadism there is a neglect of the introductory role of Palestinians 

in contributing to the idea of Global Jihad between 1920-1950s, especially of Sheikh Izz al-Din 

al-Qassam in 1920-1935 and his tremendous influence. Being a Syrian who fled a death penalty 

by the French Mandate rule, and found refuge in Haif 

a/Palestine, he was maybe the first Jihadist globalist. He was also the first to work in the social 

field and very intensively, until he was admired by Communist parties too, and since the early 

1970s by Fatah/PLO. The first group to rebuild his grave near Haifa in 1985, was the Israeli 

Communist Party, memorizing the 50th anniversary of his killing by the British police, five years 

before his "adoption" by Hamas. Al-Qassam  was the first one to raise the slogan of "Nasr aw 

Shahadah". The paper will deal with his life in Palestine between 1920-1935; his activity in the 

field of Jihad as well as among the Palestinian sub-proletarian public in the Northern part of 

British Palestine; and most important – the affect of his heritage upon the Palestinian Jihadi 

struggle.   

  

Beside Al-Qassam, there are several other Islamist Palestinian figures worth mentioning. One is 

the Palestinian Mufti between 1922-1948, Hajj Amin al-Husayni, the first leader of the 

Palestinian National movement, who combined Islam with nationalism. In 1936 he initiated the 

first Islamic conference on Palestine, with delegations from India and other non-Arab countries, 
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in an attempt to globalize Jihad over the Palestinian issue as a "glue" for the globalization of 

Jihad.  

  

Another one was the Palestinian Sheikh Taqi al-Din al-Nabhani, the founder of the Islamic 

Tahrir (Liberation) Party in Jerusalem in 1952-53. The Tahrir Party was as a matter of fact the 

first Islamic group to call for the globalization of Jihad, even though by stages that were, and still 

are, basically political and not violent.  

  

Two other figures worth of mentioning here were: a. the Palestinian Dr. Saleh Siriyyah, who 

commanded in 1974 the first Jihadi terror attack in Egypt, against the military academy. He 

failed, but was a significant element in the consolidation of the Egyptian Jihad, in the late 1970s 

and early 1980s. b. Dr. Fathi Shiqaqi, founder of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad, who chose the 

Jihadi globalization of Khomeini, but had an effect on other Palestinian and Lebanese groups.  

  

Another, much less known was the Palestinian Sheikh As`ad Bayyoudh al-Tamimi, who left 

Jerusalem in 1967 and lived in Jordan. He gave the inspiration to another Palestinian Jihadi 

group -- Bayt al-Maqdis -- and also to Sheikh Abu Muhammad Al-Maqdisi.   

  

This paper focuses on the heritage of al-Qassam, which was also a kind of spiritual guidance to 

Abdallah Azzam and Abu Qutadah al-Filastini. However, it will also discuss the importance of 

the others in developing and contributing the idea of Global Jihadism, and will explain the 

reasons for the significant role of Palestinian scholars in this field. 

 

Sheikh Izz al-Din al-Qassam has been since the revival of his legacy in the new Palestinian 

historiography  that emerged in the early 1970s, and still is, the only Palestinian personality that 

enjoys a consensus of support and admiration.   
 


